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Task # 19 
Overall Task Subject: Protection of tree canopy over 
public roads 
 
Purpose of this part of task: Require a public process 
for tree canopy removal over public roadways exceeding 
100 linear feet over roads. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
ARTICLE 9.4  TREE PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION 
 
§9.4.2 ADMINISTRATION 
 

A. Zoning Permit Required 
 

1. Tree Removal 
 Removal of required trees is prohibited prior to the issuance of a Zoning Permit 

by the Planning Director.  Zoning Permits will be issued only after a tree plan is 
approved by the Planning Director, as outlined below. 

 
2. Excess Canopy (Limb) Removal 
 

a.  Removal of three or more limbs with an individual diameter of six inches or 
       greater shall require a Zoning Permit. 
 
b. Removal of any size limbs which contribute to more than one hundred       

continuous linear feet of canopy over public roadways shall require 
Variance approval from the Board of Zoning Appeals.  This requirement 
shall not preclude the SCDOT, CCPW or other entities from maintaining 
height clearances of 14’ or less and width clearances within designated 
travel ways and from removing unprotected trees along right-of-ways for 
road widening projects.   
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