
Fact Sheet 
Expansion Facts and Figures 
 
Location: 3841 Leeds Avenue, North Charleston, S.C.  
 
Project approval date: Approved by Charleston County 
Council on November 20, 2007. 
 
Square footage: Approximately 323,000 square feet (512,251 
square feet total including new and existing construction) 
 
Inmate capacity: 2,033 (Total inmate capacity of new con-
struction added is 1,344.) 
 
Facilities: The expansion consists of a four-story jail housing 
building and a support building. The first floor will contain a 
new kitchen, laundry, medical clinic and infirmary, a space for 
processing inmates in and out of the building, administrative 
space, and one housing unit. The upper three stories will con-
tain 20 housing units and support office space. All new hous-
ing units will be dormitory-style, with each unit housing 64               
inmates supervised by one officer. 
 
Staffing: Staffing levels are currently being determined. 
 
Cost: $100.76 million  
 
Financing: Charleston County borrowed $75 million in De-
cember of 2007 to fund its Capital Improvement Plan, which 
included $53 million toward the expansion. The County antici-
pates borrowing another $50 million in the fall of 2009, with 
$47 million going to complete the project. The County will re-
pay the amounts borrowed over 20 years. 
 
Projected Completion Date: The housing units will be com-
pleted around February 2010, and the entire expansion effort 
is projected to be completed by August 2010.  
 
Project Team: The project is being managed by Charleston 
County’s Capital Projects Department. The design/build con-
tractor is M.B. Kahn. 
 

The expansion’s 
housing units will be 
dormitory-style 
(similar to the one 
shown on the left)  
with 64 inmates per 
unit. The beds will 
line the dormitory’s 
wall with common 
areas in the center. 

Current Detention Center  
Facts and Figures 
 
Year built: The original one-story building was built in 1966.  
The existing four-story addition was completed in 1993. 
 
Square footage: 189,251 square feet (21,386 in the original 
building and 167,865 in the 1993 addition) 
 
Inmate Capacity: 661 (Does not include the Work Camp, 
Juvenile Detention Center, or the recently completed tempo-
rary facility, which contains two 64-person dorms.)   
 
Average number of inmates: The average daily population 
in 2007 was 1,762 inmates (includes inmates housed at the 
work camp and inmates checked out of the facility, but not 
incarcerated juveniles).  
 
Facilities: The existing Detention Center contains housing 
units, administration space, a kitchen, laundry, inmate proc-
essing area, officer training and support offices. The 1993 
renovation included a four-story addition containing housing 
units, a medical clinic and infirmary, and support office 
space. 
 
Staffing: 393 employees  


