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Where are we with 
Solid Waste?

The public meeting was great– I am so glad 
we held the meeting, and I know you 
agree.  

We have received citizen input regarding 
multiple issues in our Solid Waste plan.  

We have determined that we want a Green 
Ribbon Committee to collect citizen input 
on Solid Waste and other Green initiatives.

I believe we need to do more.
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GREEN DOLLAR SAVINGS
FOR CHARLESTON COUNTY 

GOING GREENER
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How much do we spend on 

trash
in Charleston County?

$41 MILLION is budgeted by Charleston 
County in the new fiscal year.  That’s 
a tremendous amount, but that is not 

even the whole cost. 
Then, we add our capital costs, and the 

costs by municipalities to collect the 
trash.
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The Real Cost of TRASH
in Charleston County

Town of McClellanville

Town of Folly Beach

$5,031,868.00
$25,769.44*

$730,067.00*
$461,254.00

SOLID WASTE OPERATING ANNUAL BUDGETS 

GOVT FY 2008

$1,673,096.00
$0.00

$151,349.64*
$59,319,913.00

$41,591,340.00
$5,373,686.00
$5,188,669.00

$1,168,551.00*

Town of Kiawah Island

Town of Mt. Pleasant
Town of Sullivan's Island

Isle of Palms
James Island PSD
St. Andrews PSD

Charleston County
City of Charleston
City of North Charleston
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Why is the cost so expensive?

Our Solid Waste system 
is based on each 
household throwing away 
3,000 pounds of garbage 
each year.

HOWEVER, other counties 
receive much less waste 
from their citizens after 
implementing 21st

Century recycling:
• In Fayetteville, Arkansas, 

their average is 544 
pounds per person.

• In Middletown, Rhode 
Island,  it is just 357.
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What results have other 
communities achieved?

• With a new approach and a mixed use MRF (recycling, 
processing, and composting), Sumter County, FL diverts 
60% of its waste stream from becoming trash.

• El Paso, Texas hired a consult to do an operational 
review of the entire solid waste system. After 
implementing the recommendations, the City realized a 
benefit of $9M the first year.

• Nashville and Davidson County replaced an incinerator 
with a District Energy system where the energy was 
used to power government office buildings

• Arlington, TX privatized their landfill, receiving up-front 
payments of $21M
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Am I a good recycler?
• If you had asked me that question last week, I would 

have answered yes. We fill two bins every two weeks 
and do our part. 

I CONFESS HOWEVER:
• Sometimes I have thrown out the spaghetti sauce jar 

because I don’t want to take the time to rinse it out. 
• Sometimes I have cleaned out my car at the gas station, 

and throw out Vitamin water bottles  since there’s not a 
recycling bin handy.

• My guys and I have used disposable cups on a regular 
basis because it’s easier. 
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SO, THE ANSWER IS NO.  I HAVE 
BEEN A MINIMAL RECYCLER.

• I believe that if my husband, son, and I change 
my mindset about trash, we could reduce our 
waste by 70% over what we throw out today.

• I think there are MANY people in Charleston 
who would do the same if it were made a little 
easier and had incentives.

• I am not proposing mandatory recycling, but 
instead making sure we take advantage of 
EVERY opportunity to voluntarily keep another 
Vitamin Water bottle out of the landfill or 
incinerator.
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What kind of improvements
can we make?

• Anywhere there is a trashcan, there’s a recycling bin.  
For example apartment complexes and gas stations.

• Giving people a refund of half their solid waste user fee if 
they are “caught” recycling.

• Encouraging businesses to recycle and lower their fees, 
because they pay per volume of trash. The Burger King 
on Hwy 7 and 61 pays $2900!  If they put half of their 
volume in a recycling bin instead, their solid waste fee 
would be half.

THERE ARE LOTS OF GREAT IDEAS OUT THERE.  
LET’S GET THE BEST IDEAS AND HARNESS THEM.
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So, to recap, the goals of

are at least three-fold
• Do the right thing by 

giving people every 
opportunity to recycle 
and reduce the 
amount of trash they 
produce

• The Landfill won’t 
grow as fast

• SAVE money doing it!
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We want to move nimbly, so a 
consultant should brought on 
board as soon as feasible to 
do a study and help us 
achieve a Comprehensive 
Solid Waste Strategy
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• I move that Council establish Green for 
Green: Charleston County’s  
Comprehensive Solid Waste Strategy

• I move that Charleston County proceed 
with deliberate speed to hire a consultant 
to perform the following work, with the 
consideration that time is of the essence
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Scope of Services for Consultant
1. Help Charleston County prepare our Green for Green Plan: Charleston 

County’s Comprehensive Solid Waste Strategy
2. Provide an independent analysis and process audit of our entire Solid 

Waste Department
3. Study issues at the landfill to include C&D height, MSW height and 

visibility, and impact on its residents. Recommend ways to minimize the 
effect of the landfill on its neighbors.

4. Develop a 21st Century Recycling Plan for households and businesses
5. Evaluate all options for minimizing our overall amount of trash, reducing 

costs, and environmental impacts of these options.
6. Provide cost-benefit analyses of options.
7. Study our municipal waste delivery systems and how to help the 

municipalities save costs while reducing our overall waste stream
8. Collect input from stakeholders, including municipalities and our citizens
9. Prepare a proposed Green for Green Plan: Charleston County’s 

Comprehensive Solid Waste Strategy for consideration



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


