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Jurisdictions Represented and Participating in
Charleston Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan
CRS Jurisdictions processed by Charleston County:
Unincorporated Charleston County

theTown of Awendaw
Town of Hollywood
Town of Jamessland
Town ofLincolnville
Town of McClellanville
Town of Meggett
Town of Ravenel
Town of Rockville
Town of Seabrook Island

Other CRS Jurisdictions:
City of Charleston
City of Folly Beach
City of Isle of Palms
City of North Charleston
Town of Kiawah Islad
Town of Mt. Pleasant
Town of Sullivands 1sl and

Other Government Entitiesand Partners Representedand Participating in This Plan:
Charleston County Parks & Recreation Commission
Charleston County School District
Charleston Water System
College ofCharleston
Cooper River Parks &layground Commissidn
James Island Public Service District Commission
Mt. Pleasant Water Works Commission
North Charleston Distri&t
North Charleston Sewer District
Roper St. Francislealthcare
St. Andrews Parish Park & Reation Commission
St. Andrews Bblic Service District
St. Johnbés Fire District Commiss
St. Paul 6s Fire District Commiss

*These two partners are under contract with the City of North Charleston to provide services. Please see thdeiteshiadSections 7.22 and 7.25.



CONTACT US ABOUT THE PLAN:

The Charleston Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan involves all participating jurisdietiahs
partnerbut i s maintained by Charleston Countyos
This plan is published on the Charleston @yBuilding Inspection Services website and is
avdlable in the departmeatsffice.
Public comment othe Plans always welcome and incorporated into the yearly updates. For
any questions othe Plaror for information on how to be involved with theaR| please
contact Charleston County Building Inspection Services. Thank you for your interest.

Lonnie Hamilton, 11l Public Services Building
4045 Bridge View Drive, Room A311
North Charleston, SC 294057464

Email: buildingservices@charlestoncounty.org
Phone: 8432026940
Fax: 843202-6954
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Section 1 Introduction

1.17 Background
The Charleston Regional Hazard Mitigation Plasthe result of a community wide effort to
determine ppropriate mechanisms to address the various types of hazards facing the
Charleston RegionThe CharlestonRegional Hazard Mitigation Plamvas developed as a
required element d?roject Impactan ongang initiative sponsored by tieederal Emergency
Managment Agency (FEMA}o assist local communities in the Region to become more
disaster resistahrough cooperative efforts of the private, public and-pafit sectors

Thegoalsof the program iolude, but are not limited to:

Reduce potential fled damage
Improve storm drainage
Minimize future flood occurrence
Minimize future hurricane damage
Improve resistance of infrastructure to all hazards with special attentorical facilities
Minimize future earthquake damage
Protect environmental resources/preserve open and green space
Minimize future terrorist incidents
Improve water quality
10. Preserve historic building inventory
11. Higherregulatory standards uniform as possible and meet community needs
12. Minimize future hazardous material incidents
13. Increase cooperation between jurisdictions and become more resilient.
Include the private sector and community to increadlective intelligence and idea
14. sharing to establish Best Management Practices

©COoNoOrWNE

The CharlestonRegional Hazard Mitigation Plamvas developed as a required element of
Project Impactand in 1998 two committees were formed: thazard Mitigation Plan
Committeeand theProject Impact Advisory Committee

The Advisory Committees compised of the following subcommitteesStructural Projects,
Natural Benefits, Emergency Services, p&my Protection and Preventative Activities

In 2012, thePublic Information Committeanerged with theHazard Mitigation Plan
Committeeto form theHazard Mitigation Plan & Public Information Committe& 2013 the
Charleston Regional Hazard Mitigath Plan& Public Information Committeeefined the
roles to comply with thdProgram for Public Information(PPI) requirements of th@013
Community RatingSystem Manual Because public information is a key component in
protecting the lives of our citizenserging the two committees into one has proven to be the
best way to have the most participation and input from all areas of interest.

As part of an ongag effort to mitigate loss of life and property damage associated with
flooding events, all jurisdt@ons in the County presently active in the National Flood Insurance
Program (NFIP)} Community Rating Syste{CRS) have established Rublic Information
Plan (PIP). ThePublic Information Plans a stanehlone document that is Appendix A.1 at
the end othis Plan. The purpose of the document is to collectively evaluate public information
efforts across the different elements found throughout the Plamdifterent types of hazards,

21



to different outreach methods, topics and messages that should esaeddasd assessing the
needs of the community, this document addresses all areas that incorporate public information
activities. ThisPIP will serve all prisdictions that have recognized the commonality of those
natural disasters that pose the greateste at s t o t he Charl eston Cou
Establishing a single muljurisdictional PIP eliminates duplicity of efforts and resources for
ech jurisdiction. Member ship for this func
Project Impatinitiative, with primary responsibilities placed within tHazard Mitigation &

Public Information Plan CommitteeThe other subcommittees of Project bup offer
assistance in the form of reviewing and providing recommendations on proposed and existing
outreach projects. AttachmentAlis the Project Impact Organization Chart. Twefig of

the activities of the 280-2021 Charleston Regional Hazard Miation Planaction plan are
specificPIP initiatives.

The Charleston Regional Hazard Mitigation Plasmthe result of a communiyide effort to
determine appropriate mechanisms to address the various types of hazards facing the
Charleston Region. Thidazard Mitigation Plan & Public Information Committeevhich

drafted this plan, consisted of memberarfreach of the local government entities within
Charleston County, State and Federal agencies with a focus on hazard mitigation, and from
partners within te nonprofit and private sectors.

The purpose of this plan update is to continue guiding hazaghtiith efforts to better protect

the people and property in the County from the effects of hazard events. This plan demonstrates
t he communi t ytdedudang nsksi fronmieamatds, and serves as a tool to help
decision makers direct mitigation agtigs and resources. This plan was also developed to
ensure Charleston County and participating
disaste assistance. Maintenance of this plan also earns points for the National Flood Insurance
Pr o g r Gomauwnity Rating System (CRS), which provides for lower flood insurance
premiums in CRS communities.

Overview of Project Impact & the Charleston Regional tdzard Mitigation

Plan

Project Impact was a Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEpdAsored initiative
aimed at assisting communities in becoming more disaster resBtaject Impact is intended

to involve the public, private and ngmofit sectorsn forming partnerships to achieve the goal

of reducing the amount of loss associatetth a hazard eventThis initiative began in 1997

with seven pilot communities, and ultimately expanded to approximately 250 communities
nationwide. Charleston Cougtwas selected as the 1999 Project Impact community for the
State of South Carolingll of the local jurisdictions within Charleston County have partnered
together in the Project Impact initiative and still participate despite the defunding of the
natioral project in 2002.

The four phases of the Project Impact initiative are to build conityn partnerships, assess
risks, prioritize needs, build support and communicate on addressing hazard preparedness and
response. The Project Impact initiative is inexthtb address any types of hazards, which may
strike our community. Th€harleston Rgional Hazard Mitigation Plaraddresses each of
these types of hazards and serves as a mechanism for the assessing risks and prioritizing needs.
This plan serves as thewerning document for project selection associated with the Charleston
County Projectmpact initiative.

Project Impact and théharleston Regional Hazard Mitigation Plafully complement each
other and are therefore fully integrated with each othah®Charleston Region. Applicable
efforts undertaken through either program are id@med as activities for both programs. See
Attachment 1A: Project Impact Organization Chart.
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1.27_ Community Profile
Charleston County's rich blend of culture, ecomomctivity, environmental beauty, and
immense historical preservation makes it onthefmost distinguished counties in the nation.
A recognized leader, Charleston County is a proud community that strives to protect both its
historic treasures and its\eronment, while still keeping an eye toward future development
and citizens' needs.
The Land
Charleston County is located along the southeastern coast of South Carolina. It encompasses
approximately 916 square miles of land, marshes, rivers, and wetléthda coastline that
stretches nearly 100 miles along the Atlantic Ocean. Charl€stanty contains vital protected
areas, including the Francis Marion National Forest, Cape Romain National Wildlife Refuge,
and ACE Basin National Wildlife Refuge.
The Climate
Nestled alongside the Ashley and Cooper rivers as they flow into the AtlandanQc
Charleston County enjoys a subtropical clindatith mild winters and warm, sunny summers.
On average, July is our warmest month, January is our coldest, and Aetgishay most
rainfall. In January, the average temperature is 48.5 degrees Fahrienbely, the average
temperature is 82 degrees Fahrenheit. The first frost usually occurs in December and the last
frost usually occurs in February. Fluctuations in ¢hiesnds happen every year. The year 2016
saw everything from thredigit temperatureto freezing conditions.

Figure 1.1 Charleston Weather Averages for 20 20

Annual high temperature: 86.CF
Annual low temperature: 68.7CF
Average temperature: 77.3CF
Average annual precipitatiomrainfall: 51.03inches
Days per year witlprecipitation- rainfall: 119days
Annual hours of sunshine: 2993 hours

Source: US Climate Data

Figure 1.2 Monthly Highs and Lows for Charleston County for 20 20
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The People
Charleston County is home to an estimatedl ,406peoplé. With a median agef 38.4, most
of the countyds population is old enough to

yearsto comeb44%per cent of the countydgfogepgauihgat i on
a median household income @4802. An estimatedl1.7 percent of the population lives in
poverty'. Around92.1 percent of Charleston County residents have a high school degree or
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higher level of education, whil46.3 percent hold a bacheor 6 s de g tQaecasiam hi gh
and black races make ugpproximately65 percent and27 percent of the population,
respectivel. Just over half of the countyo6s popul a

Figure 1.3 Local, State, and National Figure 1.4 Charleston Age Profile 1
Population Growth 1

= 19 or younger
20.00% - 15.90%

-
2 1500% " 2024
= 3 9.90% . 25-34
(2 8 10.00% I 5.96%
S & 5.00% ‘ = 35-54
&3 L]
S« 0.00% = 55-64
s Charleston South  Unites = 65+
e Carolina  States
Source: US Census
Figure 1.5 Charleston Employment Figure 1.6 Charleston Race Profile 1
from 2019 -202.3 004 001 17
Charleston employment Change from Apr. 2019 to 2020 B - White
(numbers in thousands) Apr. 2020 Number Percent
Total nonfarm 3287 -46.5 -12.4% - Black

Mining, logging, and construction 205 -13 -6.0% * asian

Manufacturing 29.8 0.1 -0.3%

-dee‘ t'mnsportation, and uhht!es 66.1 222 _3'2% American Indian and Alaka Native
Information 54 0.1 1.9% <+ Native Hawaiian and Other
Financial activies 154 -04 -2.5% Pacific lsiander
Professional and business services 50.3 -8.5 -14.5% = fispanic or Latino
Education and health services 36.5 5.8 -13.7% » w01 More Races
Leisure and hospitality 245 -17.8 -52.0%

Other services 136 -13 -8.7%

Government 66.6 -0.5 -0.7%

1 U.s. Census Bureau
2uys. BLS, Current Employment Statistics
3 These numbers have decreased during the past year due to AQ9VID
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The Government

Charleston County uses the Coustministrator form of local government. This form allows a
board to hire andainistrator to carry out council policy and personnel functions. The clerk of
court, coroner and sheriff are constitutional officers thatlartesl countywide to fouwyear terms.

Other officers elected countywide to feygar terms are auditor, treasusnd probate judge.
South Carolinads counties are granted enough
limited county purposedVith these enhanced powers, the counties are able to provide a diverse
range of services such as water treatm#ansportation, alcoholism and drug programs, and
libraries. Charleston County consists of the unincorporated areas and the municipathies of
Town of Awendaw; Town of Hollywood; Town of James Island; Town of Lincolnville; Town of
McClellanville; Town of Meggett; Town of Ravenel; Town of Rockville; Town of Seabrook Island;

the City of Charleston; City of Folly Beach; City of Isle of Palmswh of Kiawah Island; Town

of Mount Pleasant; City of North Cha€dudyst on;

Charleston County Municipalites

TOWN OF MCCLELLANVILLE
h

TOWN “éU!I\ERVlLLE

TOWN OF LINCOLNVILLE
N . W -
down OF, GOOSE CEIEK

Legend

<all other values>
Name
[ CITY OF CHARLESTON

CITY OF FOLLY BEACH
[ crry oF ISLE OF PALMS
[T ciTY OF NORTH CHARLESTON
[ counTy oF cHARLESTON
L | TOWN OF AWENDAW
[ TOWN OF GOOSE CREEK
' | TOWN OF HOLLYWOOD
n COUNTY OF CHARLESTON CITY,OF FOLLY BEACH - TOWN OF JAMES ISLAND
oW OEEsGGeTY : TOWN OF KIAWAH ISLAND

~ [ TOWN OF LINCOLNVILLE

B TOWN OF MCCLELLANVILLE
[ rown oF MEGGETT
TOWN OF SEABROUA TSLANO [7] TOWN OF MT PLEASANT
[ TOWN OF RAVENEL
Il TOWN OF ROCKVILLE
N [ TOWN OF SEABROOK ISLAND

[ TOWN OF SULLIVANS ISLAND
[ TOWN OF SUMMERVILLE
5 10 20 Miles /

1 1 1 | 1 1 1 J

OWN OF RAVENEL, »-* .
phass 7

y- ‘.
TOWN OF HOLLYWOOD.

TOWN OF KIAWAM ISLAND

Government acts as Unincorporated Charleston Cauoyering all the areas within the County
that have not incorporated into a city township. Unincorporated Charleston County provides
full services for floodplain management and code enforoeroe the following jurisdictions:
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Town of Awendaw, Town of Hollywood, Town of James Island, Town of Lincolnville, Town of
McClellanville, Townof Meggett, Town of Ravenel, Town of Rockville, and Town of Seabrook
Island. A detailed matrix for all particigting jurisdictions in the Plan and the services provided
and program participation is detailed at the end of this section. All jurisdictiohsste in the
NFIP except for Lincolnville since their jurisdiction is so small and has no building thatdie
flood zone. All jurisdictions also participate in the CR8gvam except for Lincolnville.

The following are area specific mapsstiow each participant in more detail.

Charleston Conty - West|

AN

S/

W CITY OF CHARLESTON
B CIFY OF FOLLY BEACH
o

Charleston County - East‘ ‘/J,fwf\ \\
"

Legond

== CITY OF CHARLESTON
CITY OF ISLE OF PALMS

== CITY OF NORTH CHARLESTON
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON

=TOWN OF AWENDAW

= TOWN OF JAMES ISLAND
TOWN OF MCCLELLANVILLE
TOWN OF MT PLEASANT

= TOWN OF SULLIVANS ISLAND

u®4 CRC——— e
o 1 2 3 4
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Each jurisdiction is detailed below:
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